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For ages there has been scarcely a town or a large village
without Its sadavrata to feed the poor, its panjrapol to
house maimed cattle. Kumarapala and Hemcandra made
of it a political doctrine. The wealthy to-day have
given expression to it in hospitals, orphanages and sana-
toria. It has been harnessed to political energy in the in-
terest of India's freedom, and of the peace of humanity.
Ahifisa, forgetting its morbid solicitude for the ant and the
sparrow, has grown into an active creed of service, a cult
of resistance to evil by non-violent means through sacrifice
and suffering. But Gujarata prefers the joy of life to
ascetic rigour. The high-browed Brahma na and the stern
sadhu have come and gone. Akho taught
Joy of Life all the hor3-ors of this fleeting W0rld. Mahat-

xna Gandhi's gospel of renunciation may hold its soul in
temporary subjugation. But Gujarata will make money
and spend it on the arts of life; her sons and daughters
will live and laugh, and love and sing joyfully.
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